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vacancy and dereliction blight huge numbers of Irish towns,
50% vacancy on average …and a housing shortage…  

untapped potential waiting to be unlocked.



mountrath 1952



Housing Unlocked exhibition
mountrath proposal 2030



housing is not a self contained issue

• MULTIDISCIPLINARY

• about our LIVES

• about COMMUNITIES

• about RE-USING IMAGINATIVELY what we already have



Join the Dots – 5 interventions





Public space – instant environment





one great shop



materiality:  plaster / slating  / signage / windows / ironwork / paving



Use grain
and laneways 



energy – pv panels - echarging



five interventions –living over/in  the shop 



five interventions – backlands passive housing



five interventions – infill derelict sites



five interventions – live-work units



five interventions – rebuild market house on footprint of original one

















access: laneways and arches





intergenerational housing

home-office







cycle hub and short stay accommodation









workshops with 
accommodation for 
staff and trainees



re-establish the public realm 
multi-use community building
on footprint of market house 
demolished in the 1960s



market house –re-establish public realm – signage-cultural  information











housing unlocked exhibition – thank you









rte broadsheet - 1962



critical 
edges



integrate nature

pocket parks
planting laneways





strong
corners




















