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SEAI’s Vision
Ireland’s energy will be sustainable, secure, affordable and clean

1. Use Less 2. Use Clean

3. Innovate

Energy Efficiency Renewable 

energy

New technological, economic & social 

approaches to sustainable energy 

transition



Our Strategy
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Irish Building Stock – by type and occupancy

• 1.7 million occupied homes in 
Ireland1

• 9% of occupied homes in 2016 are 
owned by Local Authorities and 
Approved Housing Bodies2

• In the order of 141,500 owned by 
Local Authorities and 11,000 
owned by Approved Housing 
Bodies in 20163

1: CSO: 2016 Census
2: ERSI Report, working paper 594 June 2018
3: Dept of Housing figures
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Programme

Number of 

homes 

upgraded

Estimated 

energy savings 

(GWh)

CO2 Savings 

(kt) SEA

SEAI Better Energy Homes 14,238 78.3 19.4 

SEAI Better Energy Communities 1,188 73.0 18.1 

SEAI Better Energy Warmer Homes 5,255 13.1 3.3 

SEAI Warmth and wellbeing 455 3.2 0.8 

SEAI Deep retrofit pilot 214 7.1 2.0 

Total (SEAI Grant Programmes) 21,350 174.7 43.5 

Energy Supplier Obligations 28,357 74.6 17

Grand Total 49,707 249 60.5 

Domestic Building Stock Upgrades in 2018

SEAI Supported and Energy Supplier Obligations
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NZEB sees 25% Improvement on 2011 Building Regulations

New Buildings



Domestic BERs by Grade - 813,000 ratings



Climate Action Plan
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SEAI Home Energy Grant Programmes

• Home Energy Grant Programme
Individual energy upgrades for all homeowners.

• Free Energy Upgrades Programme
Delivering free energy upgrades to eligible homeowners who are in receipt of certain welfare payments

• Communities Programme
Assisting energy efficiency community projects through capital funding, partnerships and technical support.

• Electric Vehicle Grants
Assisting with installation of Home Chargers and purchase of EV

https://www.seai.ie/grants/home-energy-grants/

https://www.seai.ie/community-energy/sustainable-energy-communities/
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Home Energy Grants
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Fixed value grants for individual energy upgrades available 

to all homeowners including landlords:

• Attic insulation

• Wall insulation

• Heat Pump Systems 

• Solar Water Heating

• Heating controls upgrade

• Building Energy Rating (BER) grant

• Solar PV (Pilot)



Free Energy Upgrades

Delivering free energy upgrades to eligible homeowners 

who are in receipt of certain welfare payments

• Available energy upgrades:

• Attic and Wall insulation

• Ventilation, mandatory where attic and/or wall insulation installed

• Other secondary measures such as lagging jackets, draught proofing & energy efficient lighting

• Occasionally, heating upgrades and/or window replacements may be recommended.

• Eligibility:

• Must own and live in your own home which was built & occupied before 2006

• In receipt of welfare payments - Fuel Allowance, Job Seekers Allowance for over six months and have a child under 

seven years of age, Working Family Payment, One-Parent Family Payment, Domiciliary Care Allowance, Carers Allowance and 

live with the person they are caring for

• Must not have received works previously under the scheme
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Communities Grant

Assisting energy efficiency community projects through capital funding, 

partnerships, and technical support.

• Supporting a National Retrofit Initiative. 

• Delivering energy savings to homeowners, communities, 

and private sector organisations. 

• Community oriented with a cross-sectoral approach, 

and you must show that you can sustainably finance 

the proposed project.
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Housing Strand: New Pilot Programme

• Complimentary to the Sustainable Energy Community Network/ Community Grants

• Applicable to Local Authorities & Approved Housing Bodies

• Available grant:

• 35% Local Authority

• 50% Housing Association

• Objectives:

• B2 or better - min requirement post works.

• Developing direct partnerships with LA & Approved Housing Bodies

• SEAI will open for applications once the guidelines are published (NOV 2019). 

• Website link for further details https://www.seai.ie/grants/local-authority/
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Upskilling Industry and Educating Homeowners

• Grant Programmes

• Work with NSAI and DHPLG on standards

– Heat Pump

– Photovoltaic

– Retrofitting

• National Specification for nZEB/ WWETB

• Educating the Homeowner



Understanding how people think 

about energy

Pre-testing policy tools & 

solutions

Field-testing policy solutions, 

scaling, and measuring impact

Designing policy through a 

behaviourally informed lens

Changing Behaviour…
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https://www.seai.ie/technologies/seai-maps/ber-map/

https://www.seai.ie/technologies/seai-maps/ber-map/


• Refining methodology to reflect 

changes in technologies / energy 

profiles

• Guidance to home owners

• Quality Assurance

• Protecting the Building Owner

Building Energy Rating



SEAI priorities to meeting ambition of Climate Action Plan

• Alternative options for finance housing retrofit 

finance

• One-stop-shop for homeowner journey 

• Targeted approaches (e.g. area-based 

aggregation; public and approved housing 

stock)

• Minimum performance regulation

• Targeted communications  - key decision 

points

• Skills and construction - standards, regulation 

and compliance 
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Thank You

Questions?


